The happy End of an uſeful Life. 
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For David, after he had ſerved bis 
own generation by the will of God, 
Fell on Jeep. 


Apoſtle's diſcourſe at An- 
tioch, and relate to the proof 
that Jeſus is the true Meſſiah 
promis d to the fathers, be- 


cauſe God raiſed him from the dead. and 


this was evident in that he was ſeen many 
days of them 7 came up with him from 


Galile to Feruſalem, who were his witneſ- 


ſes tothe fs And to this the Apoſtle 
applies the expreſſion i in the ſecond Pſalm; 
Thou art my ſon, this day have ] begot- 
ten thee; or declared thee to be my ſon. 


And he was raiſed from the dead with 
this peculiar circumſtance, Now nd more 
to return to corruption; or as he expreſſes 
it in N place; K * that Chriſt 
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(4) 

Rom. vi. being rais'd from the dead, dieth no more; 

* death hath no more dominion over him : 
as it had in the caſe” of Lazarns, the 
widow's ſon, and thoſe who 2 out of 
the grave, at the time of his reſurrection: 
Mat.xxvii. and to this he applies the paſlage of the 
a prophet, I will give thee the ſure mer- 
cies of David; i. e. the faithful promiſes | 
of the Meſſiah, and of the bleſſings of 
his everlaſting kingdom, made to David: 

or it may be underſtood of Chriſt the 

ſon of David, who is ſometimes ſo 
repreſented in the prophetick language. 
Beſides, it was prophecicd of him, Thou 

ſhalt not ſuffer thy Holy One to ſee cor- 
ruption: he ſhould not continue ſo long 
in the grave to ſee corruption 3 as he 

4 ſhould not return to it again. Now this 
j could not be underſtood of David, be- 
cCuauſe he fell on ſleep, and was laid unto his 
fathers, and ſaw corruption : and he tells 
the Jews at another time, The patriarch 
Chap. ii. David. 16 bath dead and buried, and his 
„ſepulehre is with us unto this day: but 
this was ſtrickly true of Chriſt, for he 
whom God raiſed from the dead; ſow 10 | 
corruption. \ 
The words of the text contain ' \the: 
character and deſcription of a good and 
uſeful man, in the perſon of vague In 
peaking. to, them I Thall gonhdera: | 
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I. The 
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(x9. 
I. The character of his uſeful life. He 
ſerved his own generation by the will 


of God. 


hh The account of his hs * com- 
Forrable death : He nt on ſleep. <4 


UI. The relation berween theſe two; 
or how the one depends upon the other. 


IV. I ſhall apply it. 


I. I ſhall conſider the character of his 
uſeful life: He ſerved his own generation 
by the will of God. 1 ſhall briefly open 
the ſeveral parts. 
I. His life is a ſtate of ſervice. David 
5 had the peculiar commendation of being 
a. man after God's own heart, i. e. of 21 
great ſincerity, and entire devotedneſs to 
God. He was an active . inſtrument of 
the glory of God, and zealous in his 
ſervice. He diſpatched the whole. buſineſs 
God appointed. him to do in his place; 
and had it in his heart to 2 Gel Act. vii. 
he. de/ar'd to find. a tabernacle for 1 0 Fi, iir: 
of.: ky 'Tis ſpoken directly of David, 9. 5 
tho ultimately of Chriſt, The zeal of thy , 
houſe hath eaten. me up; and my zeal ** 
_—_ conſumed me. He was faithful to 
e intereſt of God in an exalted ſtation, 


_ "np years in his main 
bent 


(6 1 

bent and courſe of life : tho' not with- 
out the allay of imperfections and faults ; 
like a flaw in a diamond, or a ſpot in 
the body of the ſun; yet, with the clear- 
eſt marks of a ſound and deep n. 
tance. 

A chriſtian's whole life is a ſtate of ſer- 
vice and warfare: we are to work the 
works of God, and contend with our 
ſpiritual enemies. In this reſpe& it re- 


ſembles the caſe of the Jews in the oppo- 


Neh. ix. 
17. 


Ack. xxvii. 
37. 


Rom. i. . 


2 Tim. i. 
3. 


+ 


ſition they met with in building the walls 
of the city, after their return from the 
babyloniſh captivity : Every one with one 
of his hands wrought in the work, and 
with the other hand held a weapon: for 
the builders every one had his ſword girt by 
his fide, and ſo built. The Apoſtle repre- 
ſents this. by an hearty devotedneſs to 
Chriſt, and engagement in his ſervice ; ' 
* whoſe I am, and whom I ſerve: and 
makes it the matter of ſolemn appcal and 
thankſgiving to God; for God is my wit. 
neſs whom I ſerve with' my ſpirit m the 
£2 ſpel of his fon. And I thank God whom 
ſerve from my forefathers, with a pure 
conſcience. This is made the end of our 


lake i. 74 redemption by Chriſt, hat we being de- 


Titus ii. 
24. 


livered out of the hands of our enemies, 
might ſerve him without fear in righteoufs 
1 and holineſs all our days. And re- 
deems us 8 all iniquitiy that we 

3 ſhould 


171 


ſhould be zealous of good works. Our 
Lord makes it the character of his diſ- Joh: xii, 
ciples; If any man ſerve me, let him 3,0... 
follow me; and is the ultimate view 24. 
in all the dutics of every relation, that 
we ſerve the Lord Chriſt. The Apoſ- 1 Theft i, 
tle makes it the oppoſite term of the 9: 
chriſtians converſion from their gen- 
tile ſtate; How ye turned to God from 
zdols, to ſerve the living and true God. 

There muſt be the united exerciſe and 
force of all our powers in the ſervice of 
God; and it muſt be the proper work 
and buſineſs of life. Chriſtianity is not rom, mii, 
a ſtate of idleneſs and ſloth; of carnal in- 12. 
dulgence, and careleſs neglett : on the 
contrary, we mult not be /{orhful in buſi. — 
meſs, but fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the 
Lord ; and not ſlothful, but followers of 
them who through faith and Patience in- 
berit the promiſe. To this purpoſe tis ob- 
ſervable, that the word here us'd Umyperioas 
is a metaphor taken from rowers in a 
veſſel under the direction of a pilot; 
and denotes hard labour in our proper 
PR Every one muſt ply his oar, and 

keep his rank; we muſt employ our ca- 
pacities, and fill up our time with proper 
inſtances of ſervice and duty in the ſeve- 
ral relations of life and circumſtances of 
things in which we are placed. 

2. He ſerves his generation. David 


was of a publick ſpirit, and ſerviceable to 
others 
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=o 
others as well as to himſelf. He was uſe- 


ful in cvery capacity in which he ſtood, 
Pſ]xxyiii, as a ruler and a prophet, to the {church 


72 and to the world. Tis ſaid of him, that 
he fed Iſrael according to the integrity of 
his heart, and guided them by the Skil- 

fulne ſe of his hands. The word, we render 
eneration, ſignifies alſo age : he was a 


bleſſing to the age or generation in which 


he lived: the one refers to the people 
among whom he lived; the other to the 
period of time in which he lived, 
A good man is a publick good, and 
makes others about him the better for 
him. He /ooks not at his own things 5 
u Ta faurov oxmare, makes not his own 
Philip. ii, concerns his ſcope and end: but looks at 
8 the things of others, and naturally cares 


20. 


z Cor. ix. For their ſtate. 
19. ſelf; Tho' T am free from all men, yet have 


I made myſelf a ſervant to all. I am 
made all things to all men, that 1 might 
by all means ſave ſome. And again, I 
Rom. i. arm debtor both to the Greeks, and to the 
'®. Barbarians, both to the wiſe and to the 
anwiſe, He complied with others weak- 


22, 


neſs and miſtakes, and accommodated 
himſelf to every circumſtance, in all law- 
ful things, in order to the good of others, 
He is concern'd to do good to all with- 

in his reach, and to make the world the 


Our bleſſed Redeemer 
_. went 


better for him. 


The Apoſtle ſays of him- 
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„ 
went about doing 8 wherever he came, to 
the bodies and the ſouls of men; and the 
Apoſtle requires to do good unto all men, 
eſpecially to thoſe of the houſhold of faith. We 
are not to be conſider d as ſingle, indepen- 
dent, individuals in the creation; as if we 
were made only for our ſelves, and uncon- 
cern'd with others: but as parts of the whole, 
and variouſly related to others, and ſtanding 
in connexion with the world about us. This 
muſt give meaſures and direction to all our 
ſervice of others; as it is the reaſon and 
N ground of it. Some indeed have a larger 
ſphere of activity than others, by a publick 
8 character, and a high ſtation, a greater capa- 
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City, and a wider influence; but a truly good 
man will be as uſeful as he can, and extend 
p his ſervice. in proportion to the place he. 
. holds, the furniture he poſſeſſes, and the op- 
, portunities and calls, put into his hands. 
a He lives for others as well as for himſelf, and 
+ | is really a bleſſing to the world about him. 
7 | * And for this reaſon the death of a good 
| man is always a publick loſs: the world 
loſes a friend and benefator ; and the loſs 
I is as general as all the inſtances of his uſeful- 
3 | ne and ſervice to it, amounted to. 
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3. He is eſpecially concerned to ſerve his 


oven generation. David ſerved his own ge- 


neration: he was uſeful to the age and gene- 
ration in which he lived: and tho his ſer- 
vice and uſefulneſs was not confined to it, but 
ſurvived his own death, and deſcended to 
after ages; his victories, and writings, and pre- 
parations for building the temple, had a be- 
neficial influence upon after times ; yet that 
which is particularly remarked to his com- 
mendation here, is, that he ſerved his own 
generation. And we are plainly inſtructed by 
this example, that a good man muſt be as 
ſerviceable as he can in the generation and 
age in which he lives. We muſt do whatſo- 
ever our hands find us to do with all our 
might ; and work the works of him who ſent 
us, white it is day. We ſhould contribute our 
beſt endeavours, and lay out ourſelves to the 
utmoſt, to make the world and age in which 
we live the better for us. 

Improve your talents and truſts with faith- 
ful diligence and wiſe care, to every purpoſe 
of the divine glory, and all the intereſts of 
the kingdom of God in the world. Make 
your own hands and eyes, as much as may 
be, your executors and overſeers; and leave 
not a needleſs burden to the uncertain care 
of thoſe who come after. Men ſometimes 
leave large eſtates, to charitable uſes and pub- 
lick benefactions, when they can enjoy them 
no longer themſelves ; and W any pro- 

portionable 


Portionable i improvement of them while they 
live: the world is more beholding to death, 
than to them, for all the good they do; and 
they rather, enable others to do good, than 
do any good themſelves. And it ſometimes 
proves accordingly; and is either miſapplied 
and turn'd aſide from the purpoſe deſign d; 

or miſmanaged by unfaithfulneſs and — 


and it may be, in a courſe of years, entirely 


ſunk and loſt. They are ſo careful to do good 
to poſterity, that they have no ſuitable re- 


gard to their own generation with which 
they are more immediately concern'd. They 
erect ſtately monuments to perpetuate their 
memory in after times; and ſuffer the living 
members of Chriſt, and the temples of the 
Holy Ghoſt, to ſuffer want, and lie in ruins. 
And tho' 1 would not diſcourage any good 
deſign for the ſervice of poſterity, and readi- 
ly own the great benefit to the world of ſome 
which have been well choſen, and wiſely 


manag d; and no doubt we ſhould extend our 
uſcfulneſs to as wide a compaſs, and long 


duration as we can; yet 1 fear there is ſome- 


times a mixture of vanity, and pride of fame, 


when men are careful to do good to thoſe 


who come after them, to the neglect of their 
own generation, and without being uſeful to 


the preſent age: as men ſometimes ſtarve 
___ themſelves, and live in the meaneſt obſcu- 
rity, to leave enormous eſtates to prodigal 


mw They call their houſes, as well as their 
£50 lands, 
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lands, after their own names ; and poſterity 


approve their ſaying. But don't we take the 


work out of the hand of the next generation, 


who are more immediately concerned to 
ſupport and ſerve it, as we are to do our 


_ own? If every man faithfully ſerved his own 


generation, and did the utmoſt good he could 
in the age in which he lived; there would be 
the leſs need to be careful about future gene- 


rations, and every one would be able, in a 
great meaſure, to ſupport it ſelf. 


4. This ſervice is meaſured and determin- 


ed by the divine wil}. He ſerved his own 


generation by the will of God: the conſtruc- 
. tions of the words admit another rendering, 
That in his generation he ſerved the 


75 76 O rill of God; which makes the ſervice to 


gag 


refer directly, not to the generation, but to 
the will of God; he ſerved the purpoſes and 
deſigns oſ the divine will in the generation 
in Which he lived. The reference of the 
will of God to his falling on ſleep; i. e. that 
he fell on ſleep by the Sill of God, has no 


-pretence from the letter of the text, or pro- 


priety in the character of David; for that is 


common to all men, and no mark of pecu- 
liar excellence. I ſhall follow our own ren- 


dring, that in all his ſervice of his genera- 
tion, he was under the direction of the di- 
vine will: it may be underſtood | ina double 


reference. 


bd 5 . * 
: = 
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n . . — 


(x3) 
1. To the diſpoſing will of God. So Da: 


vid ſerved his own generation according to 
the ſovereign pleaſure and diſpoſal of his 


providence, in his high ſtation, and larger 
ſphere; and in the different capacities of a 
prince and prophet. We muſt ſerve our ge- 


neration according to the will of the ſove- 
reign ruler of the world; in ſuch places of 
abode, and ſtations of uſefulneſs; in ſuch a 
condition of life and circumſtance of things, 
as he ſees fit ; and according to the opportu- 
nities afforded, and during the ſeaſon allotted 
to us. We muſt be willing to ſerve God in 
his own way, whether it be the way we 
would chuſe or no: if he ſee fit to call us 
upon the publick ſtage, and place us in open 
view ; to engage us in difficult ſervice, and 
great oppoſition, as the Apoſtle ſerved the 
Lord with many tears and temptations: oc 
elſe to caſt our lot in obſcurity and mean- 
neſs, and confine us to a private circumſtante 
of life, and natrower ſphere of uſefulneſs: 


if he ſees fit to continue us long in exerciſe 


and labour, and give us many years of uſeful- 
neſs in the world; or to call us off more 
early in life, and in the midſt of our days; 
before we have finiſned our undertakings, or 
in the eager purſuit of them; our ſcrvice 


muſt be determined by his ſovereign will, in 


the kind, and all the circumſtances of it. We 
muſt readily comply with our on prayers, 
whey we ſay, Thy will be done; and ke 
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the example of our obedient Lord, in eyery 
thing which befalls us; Nevertheleſs, not 

my will, but thy will be done. The holy 

— Apoſtle paid a profound deference to the di- 

4. xvii. vine will; 1 will return again to you, if God 
xCor. xvi. Will; and, I truſt to tarry a while with you, 
7. if the Lord permit. And he directs the 


Jon. w. chriſtians in this caſe; for that you ought to 


this or that. | 1 
We ſhould always act under a ſenſe of the 
divine diſpoſal in the nature of our ſervice, 
and every circumſtance of our caſe: God 
<« has fixed me here by his providence, and 
© called me out to the duty of my place: I 
«© muſt not move but by his direction, and 
tc the ſignification of his providential will; 
« ] muſt not ſhift my ſtation, however difh- 
« cult and uneaſy, without a juſt warrant 
tt and call, as a centinel keeps his poſt, tho 
full of hazard, till he is relieued, and re- 
gularly diſcharged. Or elſe | 
2. To his directing and commanding will, 
as the rule and meaſure of our ſervice. It is 


ſaid here of David; To whom alſo God gave| 


22: Freſtimony, and ſaid, I have found David the 
fon of Feſſe, after my own heart, who ſhall 
fulfill all my will; which is explain d by 
Sam. xiii. cc hing that which the Lord commanded, in 
rat the place referred to by the Apoſtle. We 


every where find the marks of his high eſ-] . 


teem and dclight in the divine law; and his 
conſtant 


ſay, if the Lord will, we ſball live, and do 


(5) 
conftant regard to it upon all occaſions. The 
revealed will of God is the reaſon and rule 
of all our ſervice, and ſets the bounds and 
limits to it. We muſt do the will of our hea- 
venly father, and work the works of him 
who [ent us, and walk according to this rule. 


A good man follows the light and direction 


of the divine word: he conſults the lively 
oracles, and makes the /aw of God his coun- 
ſellors, in all the darkneſs of his mind, and 
difficulty of the way. He cheerfully ſub- 
mits to any ſignification of the divine will 
wherever he can diſcern it, and firmly ad- 
heres to it, whatſoever difficulty or incon- 
venience may attend it. Tis the —_— 
ſenſe of his ſoul as well as his outward 


feſſion, Whatſoever the Lord our God Trap | 
ſay, that will we do; and Speak Lord, for 


thy ſervant heareth. 1 own thy ſovereign 
right to command ; and profes ſincere ſub- 
jection to thy will. 2 

II. 1 am to conſider his happy and com- 
fortable Death: He fell on ſleep. The me- 


taphor is often us'd in Scripture to ſignify the 


happy death of good men, and I think is 
never us d but of them in this ſenſe. So 
David and Solomon, Fehoſhaphat and Heze- 


kiah, in the old teſtament are ſaid to fall on 


ſleep. Our Lord uſes it of Lazarus in the 


new ; and the Apoſtle frequently when he 


is diſcourſing of the reſurrection. Now this 


mult not be underſtood of the ſor7 ; 5 if 
| that 
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1 that fell aſleep at our diſſolution; for that 
il Is not agreeable to the- nature of the ſoul 
which is a ſpiritual intellectual ſubſtance ; 
not capable of being divided into parts; or 
being diſſolved and corrupted, like groſs 
matter, or bodily ſubſtance. Beſides, - tis 
eſſentially vital and active: it always acts, 
and cannot but act, in one kind and way or 
other. So that to ſuppoſe the ſoul to ſleep, 
| or fall into a ſtate of inactivity, is quite op- 
| polite to all we know of the nature of the 
18 ſoul, and the moſt eſſential properties of it. 
Nor does it any better agree with the Scrip- 
ture account of the matter, than with the 
reaſon of the thing: For a ſtate of ſervice to 
our generation is preferable to a ſtate of 
ſleep and inactivity; and the Apoſtle could 
not reaſonably deſire, upon this ſuppoſition, 
- | -wde ayes Joon the body, that he might be 
| nga "* preſent with the Lord; or be in a ſtrait be- 
= © twixt two, i. e. the deſire to depart and be 
il with Chriſt, which was 1 better for him : 
| and the continuing in the fleſh, which was 
more needful for them. The thing would ad- 
mit of no competition; for a life of uſeful. 
neſs to the church of God, and preſent en- 
joyment of Chriſt, was certainly better, than 
a ſtate of inſenſibility i in the grave. And death 
would not be, upon this ſuppoſition, as tis | 
every where repreſented, a gain and benefit | 
to good men; but a great diſadvantage and N 
et a long interval of darkneſs and filence; 4 4 
an Y 


bo — 
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t and an interruption to all the comfortable 
1 | ſervice and enjoyment of this world. Nor 
_ , would it ſuit the deſcription of the heavenly 
r || Mflate, of being this day with Chriſt in para- 


G6 | die, and being preſent with the Lord; and 
is | of the ſhirits of juſt men being now made 
s, perfect; if that refer to the future ſtate. 

r It can therefore only be underſtood with 
>, | reſpe to the bodily life, or ſeparation of 
» ſoul and body: and ſo tis repreſented by 
le Falling on ſleep, upon ſuch accounts as theſe; 
t. 1. With reſpect to the Zemper of their 
52 minds, or the eaſe and calm of ſpirit with 
ic which they die. Death is no more terrible 
0 to a good man's mind, who has a clear ſenſe 
of of his own integrity, and of the divine fa- 
Id vour, than lying down and taking one's re- 
n, | Poſe; or ſhutting one's eyes, and going to 
be fleep. The putting off the body is but like 
Fay putting off one's clothes, or being unclothed ; 


be and lying down in the grave, like ſtripping _ 
„and going to bed. So God ſaid to Moſes, with 


= xxxii. 


as an air of familiarity, Go up into mount Nebo, 
d- and die in the mount: q. d. Go take thy reſt, 
al. and bid the world good night. The reaſon is, 
n- that death is unſtung, and diſarmed of all its 
an | terrors: The curſe is removed by the death of 
th | Chriſt, and good men are deliver d from the 


tis | bondage of fear. Tis a covenant friend, and 
fit does them the kindeſt office, which is the king | 
nd of terror to other men. They wait the ap- 
-e: | pointed time for their great change, and re- 
nd ceive it with welcome and joy. 

as C 2, As 


| Rev. xxi. 


Pſal. xvii. 
- 


xlix. 14. 


(18) 
2. As tis a ceſſation and reſ# from the 
labour and toil of the foregoing life. As 
men reſt from their ordinary labour, and 


forget the cares and ſorrow of life, when 
they lay themſelves down to ſleep; ſo a 


good man, at death, finzſhes his courſe of 


ſervice, and has fought the good fight of 
faith : his warfare is accompliſhed, and he 
is diſcharged from laborious ſervice, and 
ſpiritual conflicts, and all the troubles and 


difficulty of life. There is an end of every 
thing which was uneaſy to them here; of all 


the ſickneſs and pains of body, and all the 
cares and grief of their minds: There the 
wicked ceaſe from troubling, and there the 


weary are at reſt: They reſt in their grave, 
they enter into peace; each one walking, or 
having walked, in his uprightneſs. The bleſſed 


dead reſt from the labour of the preſent 
ſtate; and in the future, God will wipe away 
all tears from their eyes ; and there will be no 
more death, nor ſorrow, nor crying, nor any 


more pain: i. e. nothing to diſturb their 
repoſe, or interrupt their happineſs and joy. 

3. With reſpe& to their being awaked, 

and raiſed up at laſt. They are fallen aſleep 


indeed; but they will awake again, and 
riſe at the general reſurrection. The holy 


when I awake with thy likeneſs: and he 
ſays of wicked men ; Like ſheep they are laid 
in the grave; death ſhall feed upon them: 

. the 


Pſalmiſt ſays of himſelf; I ſhall be ſatisfied 


ee &, © hp oh 


in gun AC Aon a. _ 


the upright ſhall have dominion over them 


from the power of the grave, I will redeem 
them from yo 


In a glorious manner, and to infinite advan- 


pends upon the other; i. e. how a life of 


xepreſent it a little diſtinctly. C 2 1. 'Tis 


(19) 


in the morning: i. e. The morning after the 181. ri; 
night of death. The prophet ſays, Thy dead 19. 
men ſhall live ; together with my dead body 

ſhall they ariſe ; awake and ſing ye who dwell 

in the duſt. And more directly, Many of them 

who ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſball  . _ 
awake ; ſome to everlaſting life, and ſome to 
ſhame, and everlaſting contempt. The pro- 
phet ſpeaks in the perſon of Chriſt, as a Hoſ xiv 
glorious conquerour, I will ranſom them 14. l 


So our Lord ſays of La- Job. xi 
Sarus; Our friend Lazarus ſleepeth, but I . 
go that I may awake him out of ſleep: i. e. 
raiſe him from the dead. The Apoſtle ſpeak- 
ing of the reſurrection, ſays, And they who i Thels.it, 
ſleep in Feſus, will God bring with him, i. e. 


tage; as a man riſes refreſhed after a ſound 
ſleep, or in the Pſalmiſt's expreſſion, as the 
riſing ſun which rejoiceth as a ſtrong man 
to run arace. They will riſe with new vi- 
gour of nature, and capacities more enlarged 
and improved : and then the glorified body 
ſhall be joined to its ſoul, and both be com- 
pleatly happy, and never be parted any more. 

III. I am to conſider the relation be- 
tween theſe two, and ſhew how the one de- 


uſeful ſervice is the way to a comfortable 
death, and will have a bleſſed end. I ſhall 
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r. Tis the beſt evidence of ſincerity of heart 
or the truth of our grace. Sincerity is the 


comprehenſive indiſpenſible article of the 
new covenant; the merciful allowance of 
the goſpel, and loweſt condeſcention of the 


divine grace, in diſtinction from legal ri- 
gour, or ſinleſs perfection. It runs through 


all the graces of the chriſtian life, and is 


the eſſential formof them; tis ſincere faith, 


and iſincere love, c. Now ſincerity of heart, : 
Which is the inward real ſenſe: of the mind, 


and the prevailing bent and biaſs of it, in its 


practical choice and determination; is beſt 
_ evidenced by genuine correſpondent actings 


and: exerciſes of it, as every habit and diſ- 


poſition of mind is known by the ordinary 


courſe of actions. An active uſeful life, in 
an entire devotedneſs to God, and zeal for 
doing good; is a ſurer evidence of an up- 


right mind, and right habit of ſoul, than 
the faireſt out ward profeſſion, or the moſt 


rapturous pretenſions. This ſhews the true 


make and temper of the mind, and expreſſes 
the real ſenſe of it. And tho particular 
actions of any kind, and upon particular 


occaſions, may proceed from other cauſes; 


yet an uniform courſe of action, is an unde- 


ceiving evidence of the make and habit of 


the mind: for no man diſſembles or diſguiſes 
his main courſe, tho he may offer violence 
to nature, and lay a reſtraint upon himſelf in 


particular actions, and for a certain time. 


3 Ang 
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And nothing is ſo proper, in its own 


place, to make death comfortable, as the 


ſenſe of our own integrity: for this carries 


a clear conviction to our mind of our main 


ſtate, and delivers us from - uneaſy fears and 
doubt, and the. darkneſs. and uncertainty 


which often cloud and perplex it. This 


plainly ſhews that we are truly ſanctified and 


renewed; and have that faith which juſtifies 
when it works by love, and is made perfect 


by works, i. e. entire and compleat in its 


proper fruits; and that our love is unfeigned, 
and without difſimulation when tis not in 
word. or. in tongue, but in deed and in truth : 
as a tree appears to be alive indeed, and in a 
flouriſhing ſtate, when tis not only covered 


.1 Joh. iiĩ. 


with bloſſoms, but laden with ripe fruit. 


It anſwers the challenges of our own mind, 


and the charges of hypocriſy” and unfaith- 


fulneſs, when we have walked uprightly, 
and been uſeful in the world. This was 
the comfort of the Apoſtle's ſoul when he 
had the ſentence of death in himſelf; This is 
our rejoycing, the teſtimony of our conſcience, 


that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not by 


have had our converſation in the world. 
2. It entitles us to certain promiſès of the co- 


venant. The promiſe of the goſpel is the pro- 


per ground of our faith, and ſpring of our joy, 


leſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, we . 


living and dying: and tho the-promiſes of the 


new covenant are gracious and free, in opye: 
RL nm ition 
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ſition to worthineſs and deſert; for they are 
all founded in the Soo of Chriſt, and are all 
yea, and amen in him; yet they are not 
promiſcuous and common, but limited to 
a qualified ſubject. We can lay no claim to 
the bleſſings of the promiſe, but in the 
way in which it is promiſed, and upon the 
gracious terms of it: It would be otherwiſe 
a bold and groundleſs preſumption, and 


prove a falſe and pernicious hope. Now 


there are promiſes made to faithful diligence 
and active ſervice ; and God for Chriſt's ſake, 
will graciouſly accept and forgive, and will 
own and reward a faithful ſoul, who has laid 
out himſelf in the ſervice of Chriſt, and in 
doing good. They who improve their ta- 
lents, and make an anſwerable increaſe, will 
be approved and rewarded at laſt : Well done 
good and faithful ſervant, enter thou into the 


Joy of thy Lord; when the unprofitable ſervant, 


the ſlothful and negligent, will be condemn- 


9 i. ed and puniſhed. The Apoſtle ſays, To them, 


will render eternal life. We muſt not be 
Heb. vi. ſſothful, but followers of them who through 
faith and patience now inherit the promiſe. 
It was not by ſloth, but in the way of dili- 
gence, and in the exerciſe of faith and pa- 
tience, that they came to inherit the pro- 
miſe; and ſo it muſt be with us. And 


diligence 


who by patient continuance in well doing ſeek | 
for glory and honour and immortality, he 


2 Pet. i. again, Wherefore the rather brethren give 


ſhall never fall; and ſo an entrance 


| to our mind at laſt. 
Þ| tence to deſert at the hands of God in a 


3) 
diligence—— for if you do theſe things, ye 
ſhall be 
miniſtred to you abundantly into the everlaſt- 


ing kingdom. And, Bleſſed are they who do 


his commandments, that they may have 


à right to the tree of life, and enter in thro 


the gates into the city; i. e. a right by gra- 


cious promiſe. 


And it cannot but be an unſpeakable com- 
fort to a dying chriſtian to reflect upon the 
covenant of God, which is wel! ordered 
and ſure, and is all his ſalvation and all his 
deſire, What ſtrong conſolations and living 


ments, from the conſideration of his rela- 
tion and intereſt in God? With what peace, 


and reſt, and liberty of mind may he depart, 


who has the ſecurity of an everlaſting cove- 


nant, and the faithful promiſe to plead and de- 


pend upon? How firm a foundation is this for 

our faith ; what a ſpring and reaſon of joy ? 
3. It will miniſter comfortable reflections 

Tho' there is no pre- 


fallen creature, or poſlibility of obliging the 
Almighty by our beſt ſervice; when we 
have done all, we are unprofitable ſervants 


in that reſpe&t; and have great reaſon to 


lament our unworthineſs and imperfection, 
and look to the great atonement for pardon 
and acceptance; yet, as it is an evidence of 


Jour ſincerity of heart, and of our intereſt 


Rev. xxii. 
14. | 


ſupports may be derived in his dying mo- 
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ployed, and in ſome meaſure anſwered the 
ends of life; that we have done what way 


(24) 


in the promiſe; ſo tis a proper matter of 


thankfulneſs to God, and comfortable re. 


flection of mind, that we have ſerved ou: 


generation, and been uſeful in life. It willf 


ſet eaſy upon our minds, and admit a com- 
fortable review, and yield powerful ſupports 
under all the uneaſineſs of diſſolving nature, 
and the neareſt expectation of our change. 
We ſhall be able to look back upon a uſeful 
life with this comfortable thought ; that we 
have, in our main courſe, been well em— 


our duty to do, and our governing ends and 
views were right. The ſenſe of regularity 
and ſervice of life will naturally excite our 
thankfulneſs and praiſe upon a dying bed; 
4 Bleſſed be God in the midſt of many de- 


“ fects, Ihave not been wholly uſeleſs and 


* inſignificant; that the buſineſs and deſign 

« of life has been to pleaſe God, and 00 
« good; that by the grace of God I have 
« Jabourcd in his ſervice, I hope, with faith. 
« fulneſs, tho" not more abundantly than 


<< many others. As on the other hand; the 
remembrance of {loth and neglects; of a care- 
_ Jets and diſorderly walk, will fill the mind 
with confuſion, and breed the greateſt diſtreſs, 


So we find that holy men have comforted 


themſelves in the troubles of life, and the 
proſpects of death, with reflections upon 
their paſt uſcfulneſs. When Hezekiah Was 


ſick 


(25) 
ſick unto death, he turned himſelf to the 
wall, and ſaid; y beſeech thee O Lord, re- 
member how ] have walked before thee in 
truth, and with à perfect heart, and have 


| done that which was good in thy fi ight. His 
perſonal integrity, and uſefulneſs in the 


world, was a cordial to his fainting mind, 


and a living comfort under the apprehenſion | 


of death: And he was not comforted by 
falſe or miſtaken grounds. When Nehe- 
Miah reflected upon his good government, 
and reformation of abuſes in the jewiſh 
church ; he ſays, Think upon me, O my God, 
for good, according to all I have done for 
70s — And again, Remember me, O 

od, concerning this alſo, and ſpare me ac- 
co to the greatneſs of thy mercy. And 
the holy Pſalmiſt ſays; Judge me, O Lora, for i. 
T- have walked in my integrity; I have 
truſted alſo in the Lord, therefore I ſhall not 


ſide. What a comfort muſt it be to a true 
| believer to cloſe his life with the words 
of his dying Lord; I have glorified thee on 
earth, I have finiſhed the work which thou Joh. xvid 


gaveſt me to do; and _ O. father, glorify * 


thou me? 
_ It is a good fan of our future 


A good man may look forward, as 
vel as backward with comfort and peace 
in a dying hour, from the ſenſe of his uſe- 


fulneſs and ſervice of life: for it gives him 
mo . of a gracious regard from God, 
D 


and 


2King. xx 
* 


Neh. v, 
19. 


xĩiii. 28 


Pſal. xxvi 
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and a glorious reward for ever. The re- 
ward is indeed of grace and not of debt, and 
infinitely beyond the proportion of our ſer- 
vice, and all pretence of deſert; but we 
are encouraged to expect the heavenly bleſ- 
ſedneſs, purchaſed by Chriſt, and promiſed 
in the goſpel, after a life of faithful ſervice. 


f 


So the Apoſtle, in proſpect of his approach- 
ing change, when he was now ready to be 


offer d up, and the time of his departure 
| was at hand, ſays, I have fought the good 
| fight, TI have finiſhed my courſe, and kept 
the faith; I have been faithful to my truſt, 
and diligent in my work; and henceforth 
#s laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, 
which God the righteous judge will give 
me. And he ſays, that they who do good, 
em iv. and are rich in good works — lay up in 
fore for — ns a good foundation a- 
gainſt the time to come, i. e. an evidence of 
title or ground of hope, that they may lay 
Hold on eternal life. And he exhorts the 
11. Chriſtians, to ſhew the ſame diligence to the 


2 Tim. iv. 


full aſſurance of hope unto the end; and not 
be ſlothful but followers, &c. By a courſe of 
diligence we attain a confirmed hope of the 


future bleſſedneſs. | 
A good man has the proſpect of reſt and 
blefſedneſs after all the labour of life, and 
loſs of preſent good. He is leaving the 
world indeed, and all the comforts of life; 
but he is /ookzng for the bleſſed hope; and 
= 5 + 
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has a joyful and lively hope of the glory of 
God, and of the heavenly inheritance. He 
can have reſpect to the recompence of re- 
ward, when the ſervice atid ſufferings of 
life are over; and /ook to the joy which is ſet 
before him, under all the burdens of dying 
nature, and the ſorrows and mourning of 
all about him. He ſometimes feels his heart 


Þ ſpring with joy under the nearer views of 


the final bleſſedneſs, and rejoices with a 
glorious and unfpeakable joy, that his /al- 
vation is nearer than when he firſt belzeved; 
and his compleat redemption draweth nigh. 
His heart is glad, and his glory rejoiceth, his 
fleſh alſo reſteth in hope: for God will not /eave ; 
his foul in hell, or the grave; but will ſpew hatt. "M 
him the path of life : in his preſence is fulneſs 
of joy, and at his right hand are pleaſures for 
evermore. Thus the righteons hath hope in 
his death. I proceed, 8 

IV. To apply it in ſome practical remarks. 
1. It reproves thoſe who are of an oppo- 
ſite character to this of the text, and dont 
ſerve their generation: men of a narrow and 


Ii ſelfiſh ſpirit, who only ſerve themſelves, and 


mind their own things; but not the things of 
Chriſt, or the things of others: who con- 
fine their cares within the little circle of 
their private intereſts, or their own party; 
without regarding the welfare of others, and 
the good of the world about them: as if 
they were born for themſelves, and all the 
world was made for them; inſtead of their 
. .. "n_ being 
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being born for the good of others. They 
ſeek great things for themſelues, in a com- 
mon diſtreſs; and are not grie ved for the 4 
flictions of Foſeph. They are ſatisfied to be 
ſafe, whoſoever is in danger; and not con- 
cerned for the welfare of the church of God, 
or zealous for its intereſts and ſervice: they 
don't ſeek the welfare of the places where 
they live, or prefer Feruſalem to their chief 
Joy. This is directly contrary to the cha- 
racter and manner of a publick ſpirited and 
uſeful man. | X 

And much more arc they to be blamed, 
upon the fame ground, who diſſerve their 


generation, and make the world the worſe 
for them, and do harm to all about them; 
who by the advantage of ſuperiour wit and 
power, or reputation and influence, ſpread 


the infection of error and vice, and corrupt 


the principles and manners of men. What 


have they to anſwer for, who inſtead of pro- 
moting the publick good, and the intereſts 
of religion in the world, inſtil the princi- 


ples of faction and inſidelity, to the diſtur- 
bance of the publick peace, and the weak 
ning the evidence and credit of divine reve- 


lation, which is the beſt rule of our duty, 
the ſpring of our comforts, and ſureſt ground 


of our future hope? *Tis a melancholy-re-. 


flection, that ſo many men of the fineſt parts 


and accompliſhments, of credit and eſteem 
in the world, and capable of ſerving the in- 
| tereſts - 
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tereſts of virtue and religion with peculiar 
advantages, have ſpent their lives in res. 
commending vice, and putting religion out 
of countenance. This will be ſo far from 
making death comfortable, that it will fit 
heavy upon an awakened mind, and render 
death full of terrors. They will have reaſon. 
to wiſh they had never been born; or never 
had ſuch talents and opportunities from 
God, or credit and regard from men: or 
that they had been born idiots, and lived all 
their days in obſcurity and contempt. 
2. We ſhould be cautioned from hence, 
that under a pretence of ſerving our genera- 


tion, we don't neglect our own ſouls and 
our own affairs. 


Tho' this don't ſtand in di- 
rect oppolition to the character of the text; 
yet, it makes it inconſiſtent with other duty. 
We muſt not therefore be careful of others 
good, and neglect our own ſouls; or be 
forward and zealous in promoting publick . 
affairs; and in the mean time neglect our 
own families, and private concerns. We 
muſt not be cumbred with ſerving others, 
and neglect the one thing needfut ; and while 
we become our brother's keeper, forget our 
ſelves, and be keepers of others vineyards, 


when our own vineyard we have not kept. 


Let men begin at home, and lay the foun- 
dation right: look to your own ſouls, and 
your own affairs, in the firſt place; for we 


are to love our neighbour as ourſelves, not 


more 
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more than ourſelves, or above ourſelves. 
See that your own ſouls are ſafe, and that 
you ſtand upon good terms with God, before 
you pretend to cenſure and reform what is 
amiſs in others. Let no regard to the pub- 
lick good make you neglect the duty of your 

lace, or break in upon retired converſes 
with God, and the daily care of your: ſouls. 


This would bring a ſcandal upon our pre- 


tences to ſerve the publick good, and un- 
ſpeakably prejudice the ſucceis of our endea- 


vours. Whereas if we firſt tate heed to our- 
ſetves, we ſhall ſerve our generation with 


the greater advantage; for we ſhall act in our 
proper place, and with greater effect of good. 


3. Let me exhort every one to ſerve his 


generation by the will of God. Let your 
life be a ſtate of ſervice and doing good: 
act with faithfulneſs, and the full force of 
all your powers, rais'd to the higheſt pitch, 
and improved to the beſt advantage. Sr 
up the giſt and grace of God which is in you: 
ſummon all that is within you: be not /{othe 


ful, but fervent in ſpirit : whatſoever you 
do, do it heartily, and with all your might: 
Give all diligence. Let every one be up and 


doing in his proper place, and ſuitably em- 


ployed, as thoſe who are heartily devoted to 


God, and engaged in his ſervice. 


Do all the good you can to others, and 


don't confine your care to your own ſouls, 


and your own affairs; tho they muſt not be 


neglettcd 3 
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neglected; we muſt begin there, but we 
muſt not end there too. Act always with 
generous views: extend your regards to 
all about you: lay it down as a point 
of duty, and propoſe it to yourſelves as 
a fixed end, to be doing all the good you 
can, and be bleſſings to the world abour 
you: that your age and generation may be 
ſome way or other the better for you; and 
it may never come to be ſaid of you, He 
« only cumbered the ground, and took up 
te the place of a more uſeful perſon ; it had 
e been as well for the world if he had never 
ce been born, or had any being and ſtanding 
« init: or never had ſuch capacities of na- 
« tyre, or poſſeſſions of life; or had died 
« much ſooner than he did; the world ſuſ- 
ce tained no loſs by his death.“ Ask your- 
ſelves often, whom have I profited, and 
who is the better for me? Have I done all I 
could for others benefit within my reach; 
according to the compaſs of my ability, and 
opportunities of ſervice? Yea, and if you 
can, extend your uſefulneſs beyond your 
own generation, and to the utmoſt length, 
as well as the greateſt numbers. Let follow- 


ing ages: reap the fruit of your diligence and 


care, or of your kindneſs and bounty to the 


I world. 


Particularly, rates all your ſervice by 
the divine will. Walk and act, not at ran- 


dom, but according to rule; not by your 
Own 


(32) 


dwn will and humour, or by the will 6f 
other men; but according to the will of 
God. Prove what is the good and holy and 


acceptable will of God ; ſearch the ſtriptures 


for proper noticcs of the divine will, where 
the great lines of duty, as well as of truth, 
are made plain, that a wayfaring man ſhall 
not err, and he who runs may read. Keep 
cloſe to your rule, and follow its guidance 
wherever it leads you. Govern your whole 


_ courſe by the light and direction of it, and 


yield up every intereſt and inclination to it. 
Let a plain declaration of the divine will, 
in any caſe, weigh more with you, and 
weigh down every other conſideration. I 
ſhall only further add, that as a chriſtian acts 
from a principle of divine faith in all his ſer- 
vice, for he lives by faith, and walks by 
Faith; ſo he looks for acceptance with God, 


When he has done all, only in the beloved, 


and through the merit of his blood. 
4. Be excited to the ſervice of your ge- 


neration, by the conſideration of your 


death: This is an awful and ſerious thought, 


that death will come and we muſt quickly 


fall on ſleep. We know not how ſoon it 
may be, but we know that 'tis very certain, 
and daily approaching. We have ſo much 
the leſs time to live in this world, by all the 
time we have already lived in it. Who 
knows how ſoon our turn may come, or 
who among us ſhall be removed next? We 


* 


the preſſures of ſinking nature; and joyful, 
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may be ſeized with a ſudden diſtemper, ar- 
reſted by death before we are aware; ſtruck 
off the ſtage of action at once, and diſabled 
for ſervice for ever. Death, whenſoever it 
comes, puts an end to our ſtate of preſent ſer- 
vice, and all our opportunities and adyan- 
tages for it, There is no work in the grave 
whither thou art going, and the night cometh 

when no man can work. In the grave there 
is no remembrance of him. We are now the 
children of the light, and of the day; let us 
not ſleep as do others: but watch and be ſober. 
Fill up the little ſpace of uncertain time 
with faithful diligence, and proper duty. 
Put not off the work of life, nor any ſervice 
to others; becauſe you know not but you 
may be ſurprized and prevented ; death may 
ſtop you ſhort in a full carcer, and cut you 


off in the midſt of your deſigns: His breath pg. avi. 


goeth forth, he returneth to his duſt, in that + 
very day his thoughts periſh : all thoughts of 
further uſefulneſs in the world. This will 
make death comfortable whenſoever it 
comes; and afford powerful ſupports under 
all the troubles which may attend it. Death 
will be no ſurprize to a prepared ſoul; and 
will loſe its terror to one who is faithful. 
The ſenſe of his own ſincerity of heart, and 
of his intercſt in God ; the preſent experience 
of the divine mercy, and the future hopes of 
bleſſedneſs; will make him caſy under all 
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in the proſpect of eternity. Nothing will ſet 
ſo well upon his mind, or be ſo ſenſible æ re- 
lief under the exigence and agonies of his 
laſt moments; as a life ſincerely devoted to 
God, and employed for the good of the 


Heb. x. 35 World. And faithful diligence in doing good 


will be followed with a great recompence of 
reward; and render the remaining reſt de- 
ſirable, as well as death comfortable. Tis 
a dangerous deceit to reckon upon peace in 
our end, and happineſs in heaven; after a 
courſe of ſin, or flothful neglects: but they 
who give diligence, will be found of their 
judge in peace; and faithfulneſs in preſent 
ſervice, will meet with acceptance and ap- 
probation at laſt. Bleſſed are the dead who 
die in the Lord— for they ret from their 
labours, and their works follow them: i. e. 
The fruit and reward of them. The thoughts 
of the future bleſſedneſs, and final reft, will 
enlarge their views, and revive" their hearts; 
raiſe them above the fears'of death; and give 


them the joy of hope. Death will be only 


a releaſe from a ſtate of miſery and imper- 
fection; and an entrance into a ſtate of glo- 
rious light and everlaſting joy. 

I have finiſhed what 1 deſi gned en the 
text; and ſhall proceed to ſpeak of our de- 
ceaſed friend; to whom the words agreed 
ſo well in both their parts; as: to the uſe- 
fulneſs of his life, and the comfort of his 


death: and acitlier the long intimacy of 


acquaintance, 


(35) 


acquaintance, nor great endearments of 


friendſhip, ſhall lead me to ſay any thing of 
him, but what I knew to be true; and be- 


lieve may be honourable to the divine grace, 
and exemplary and inſtructing to others. 
He was born of parents who were eminently 
pious and uſeful, and had the great advan- 


tage of religious education and example: 


but received the firſt thorough impreſſions of 
ſerious religion in attending the evening 
lectures of a reverend perſon in this neigh- 


bourhood. He became a member of this 
church in his early youth, and before his ſet- 
tlement in the world. He began betimes 
With God, and was in good earneſt in reli- 


gion; and had that ſerious ſenſe of God, 


and zeal for doing good in his younger years, 


which grew up with him, and was ſo con- 


ſpicuous and remarkable in him all his days. 


He ſometimes lamented the eagerneſs of his 


youth, in wrangling about difficult ſpecula- 
tions with other chriſtians, whom he had 


reaſon to believe were ſincerely good, and 


had often a great deal to ſay for themſelves :; 
but was early cured of the hurtful vanity by 
his own experience, who found it injurious 
to his own ſpirit, and prejudicial to practical 
godlineſs and brotherly love. He faithfully 


followed his own light; but had a ſincere 
goodwill to thoſe who differed from him, 
and in proportion to the degrees of n 


me 1 in them. 
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He was a man of the cleareſt ſincerity; and 
in whoſe ſpirit was no guile. The —— 
and openneſs of his mind, joined with a 
ſweetneſs and goodneſs of temper, and mix- 
ed with candour and diſcretion, rendered 
his converſation exceeding agreeable, and his 
friendſhip highly valued. He was naturally 


active, and had a zeal for doing good: of this, 


the many perſons and families ſupported and 


relieved in the difficulties and diſtreſſes of life, 


by his help, and by his influence, are living 
witneſſes. He was always ready to bear a part 
in any good deſign; and had an admirable 
skill in engaging the help of others. I never 
once found him backward; but have often 
been afraid to move him upon ſuch occa- 
ſions. He had found it the way to the divine 
bleſſing, and earneſtly recommended it to 


thoſe about him: and contrary to the unac- 


countable humour which ordinarily prevails, 
with the increaſe of wealth; he enlarged his 
bounty, upon all occaſions, in proportion 


tothe increaſe of his ſubſtance. And it was 


returned back into his own boſom ; for God 
remarkably proſpered his diligence and dex- 
terity 3 and he was as generally eſteemed and 
beloved, as any man of his rank and condi- 
tion, I have ever known; and his death as 

generally lamented and laid to heart. 
He retained his integrity till he died, and 
carried a clear and unſpotted reputation 
through the world, in the midſt of a great 
variety 
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variety of buſineſs, and many Inares of life. 
He was under an habitual ſenſe of God, and 
watchfulneſs over himſelf. No man ever 
more conſtantly attended the publick wot- 
ſhip, in the ſtated and occaſional opportuni- 
ties. Who ever ſaw him abſeht, for many 
years together, from the houſe, or the ta- 
ble of the Lord? and his cloſe attention, 
and ſerious depottment, were the lively in- 
dications of the inward reverence and de- 
light of his ſoul. He attended the affairs 
of the church, of which he was ſeveral 
years an officer, with an exact care, and a 
tender regard to the intereſts of the poor, and 
was ever forward to any ſervice in which the 
welfare of it was concerned. His re- 
ligion was not confin'd to the publick 


Pyorſhip; for he conſtantly worſhiped God 


in his family; and often inſtructed and called 
them to an account; and encouraged and 
directed them in the ways of God, in his pri- 
ate diſcourſe. He had a great ſavour of di- 
ine things in his own heart; and by the ad- 
antage of a faithful memory, was able to 


Þcpeat the principal parts of the ſermons he 


card on the Lord's days, to his family. It was 
ery obſervable, that he was never known, 
n any hurry of bulineſs, to negle& ſecret 
duty, and retiring into his cloſet. 

He had a ſound underſtanding and a 
quick and lively apprehenſion of mind; 


ad had looked with care as far as his lei- 
ſure 


=. 

ſuxe and opportunities allowed, into the 
ſtate of religion in the world, and the 
workings of human nature: The effe& 
was an humble modeſt ſenſe of himſelf, 
and a love to all whom he judged fincere. 
His mind was entirely delivered from all in- 
temperate zeal for any party or peculiar 
opinion. He firmly adhered to the great 
principles and duties of the chriſtian doc. 
trine; and acted in an entire dependence 
upon the divine grace in all the ſeryice he per: 
formed, and expected pardon and acceptance 
only tbro Chrilt. He was remarkably juſt and 
inoffenſive in his tongue and behaviour te 
wards other men; for he was a lover 01 
god men, and a friend of mankind. He 
deteſted a raſh and cenſorious humour, and 
ſetting in judgment upon the hearts and 
the ſtates of other men: he would no more 
have ſlander'd a fellow-chriſtian, than hg. 
would have cheated and oppreſſed himy 
How faithful and tender he was in ever) 
relation in which he ſtood, as a child anc 
a brother; as a husband and father; as 
chriſtian and a friend, is well known to: 
who knew him, and had the advantage 0 
any relation to him. ; 
He was ſeizd with a violent diſorde 
which quickly run to a great height, an- 
carried him off in a few days. He told m 


fr. 


when 1 firſt ſaw him, that he bleſſed Goc 


be had made it the buſineſs of his life tl. 
PlwKheal in 
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£-4 | pleaſe him; and that he was not afraid to 
elf die, and had no concern upon that account: 
he only feared impatience of ſpitit under his 
reſtleſs diſordets. When he once apprehend- 
liar ed himſelf in the agonies of death, he ex- 
preſſed an unſhaken ſatisfaction of mind, and 
a triumphant joy ; © That if it pleaſed God 
« he might have his own choice, he would 
I not return back to this world upon any \ 
« account; and tho' bis wife and children 
« were very dear to him, yet being with 
« Chriſt was far better; and that he now 
J ſaw an intereſt in him was more valuable 
|< than ten thouſand worlds.” And when his 
| friends defir'd him to forbear ſpeaking, for 
fear of heightening his diſtemper, he ſaid, 
1% What, muſt-I hold my peace when God 
l has been ſo gracious to me, and manifeſted 
«. himſelf in ſuch a manner? I am full of the 
1* manifeſtations of his love, and muſt I be 
« filent? I know not how long Satan may 
e be chained up.” And when he attempted 
to ſpeak ſomething to every one about him, 
Jand was preſsd to ſilence, he ſaid! © Then 
a full veſſel muſt be pent up; but I leave 
J youall with God?” He departed in ſilent 
aumbers, and after he had ſerver his ge- 
(eration, fell on ſfep. He lived uſefully, 
Jand died in peace; and has left us who 
* remain a great example of activity and zeal 
5 cal in the ſervice of God; and a lively in- 
F* ſtance 
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- Rance of the comforts and hope of the 
chriſtian life. And may we all fbew the 


ſame diligence to the full aſſurance of hope 


unto the end; and be followers of them, 
who thro' faith and Patience 40 now inherit 
the promiſe, 
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